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March 18, 1980
Dr. Wyburn Mason
2, Hillbrow,
Richmond Hill,
Richmond, URGENT
Surrey,
England
Dear Dr. Mason
Re: Japanese Patent Appln. No. 26463/78
"Anti-rheumatoid agent"
(Our Ref: CH:RY, File: K-134-2)
1. We, attorneys of Dr. Koba, have received an official

action rejecting subject application for the following

reason from the Japanese Patent Office:

Reason for Rejection

The invention of this application is recognized
to be such that it could have easily been accomplished
on the basis of the invention described in the
following publications circulated within Japan prior
to the application by any person having common
knowledge in the technical field to which such invention
belongs, and, therefore, to be ineligible for patent
in accordance with the provisions of Article 29,
para. 2 of the Patent Law:

Remarks

(1) "Arthro rheumatism can be cured by anti
protozoan agent” , Asahi Shinbun dated July 24, 1975

(2) "An agent for treating rheumatism - chlotrimazole -
Is it indead effective?" , Asahi Shinbun dated November
30, 1975
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(3) Thursday, July 24, 1975 "The Japan Times"
(4) "Scrip" August 9th, 1975 p. 17, London
(5) Patent Publication No. 28175/70
(6) Patent Public Disclosure No. 148358/75

It was well known prior to the filing date of
this application that the other compounds used in
this invention of this application have anti
protozoan effects.

2. Our Comments

{a) Citations (1) - (4) are the same as those cited
for your previous application;

Japanese Patent Application No. 684/76
(Our file: k-134-1)

We are enclosing a copy each of the citations together
with our English translation of pertinent passages of
citations (5) and (6).

(b) The claim now on file is as follows:
"An anti rheumatoid agent comprising a compound

represented by the formula:

wherein R is hydrogen or methyl;

Q 1s —CH2CH20H, _CHZCHZSOZCHZCH3' —CHZCHOHCH2C1 or

/
-CH,CH,~-N, O."
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(c) Citations (1) - (4) report that chlotrimazole
which has been used as anti protozoan agent is effective
in curing rheumatism. And citations (5) reports that
matronidazole represented by the formula

—N
N g
/
___ﬁ\

N CH,CH,OH

o 2CHy

2
wherein R is CH, can be used as anti protozoan (e.g.

trichomonas) agé&nt and citation (6) reports that tinidazole
represented by the formula

Tl

L~
0,N o~ r (B
CH)CH, - § = R,
(a)_

wherein R is CH,;
A is oxygen; n is 1l; and R, is CH CH3 can be used as
anti-trichomonas or ameba agent.

The Examiner in charge suggests that, since
it is known that chlotrimazole having anti protozoan
effect can be used as anti rheumatoid agent and it is
also well known that metronidazole and tinidazole have
anti protozoan effect, any person skilled in the art could
easily use all of the compounds described in the claim
above mentioned of this application as anti-rheumatoid
agent.

(d) In order to argue against this suggestion,
we would like to confirm that the screening of anti
protozoan agents as anti rhematoid agent is not easy
and to know what investigation has been done to screen out
the compounds described in the claim mentioned in the
above paragraph (b) as anti-rheumatoid agent.
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3. The due date for filing an argument against
the above official action is April 6, 1980 which is
unextendible.

Please send us your instructions or opinion on the
above (d) by March 31, 1980.

Yours very truly,
f //) / -~ /, i
" Dl
L y ﬂ/az /ZM (/(;\_’
R. Yoshioka

CH:RY:yn

Encls: a copy each of citations (1) - (6)
our English translation of citations (5) and (6)

c.c. Dr. Koba



